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It is with great sorrow and regret that we bid farewell to Paul ErdBs, who, among many other things, 
was honorary editor of .Computational Geometry: Theory and Applications. Paul Erd& was born in 
Budapest, Hungary on 26 March 1913 and died while attending a conference on 20 September 1996 
in Warsaw, Poland at the age of 83. Paul ErdBs epitomized the complete dedication of a life to the 
pursuit of mathematical knowledge. All who knew him and knew of him were enriched to know that 
such a life was possible. His mathematical achievements were staggering by any standards; he will 
remain as one of the best mathematicians of all time. Much has been said, and will be said about 
his accomplishments in number theory, combinatorial geometry, graph theory, and other branches of 
mathematics. There is however another aspect of his life that is as remarkable as his mathematical 
achievements, as Ernst Strauss observed during Professor Erd6s’ 70th birthday: 
“No appreciation of Paul ErdBs would be complete without remembering his great generosity and 
care for his fellow man, as well as his total devotion to the rights of human beings over all other 
loyalties.” 
Those of us who had the privilege to meet him, however briefly, were permanently affected by his 
generosity and willingness to share his time and ideas. As a consequence of these, he worked with 
and influenced hundreds of mathematicians directly and indirectly. 
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It has been said that Paul had no family, no possessions, no address; his family, however, consisted 
of many mathematicians who held him in high esteem, considered him a valuable friend, and regarded 
him as a powerful, gentle guiding light. He possessed the rare ability to pose and solve many deep 
and elegant problems in mathematics, with little or no regard to the ‘usefulness’ of his results. It was 
enough, he said, that a proof was ‘very nice’. He was at home all over the world, for anywhere he 
went, shelter and care were willingly and happily provided to him by anyone fortunate enough to host 
him. Wherever he went he left a treasury of ideas, results and open problems. 
This journal has had the honour to publish two articles written by Paul. The first paper, published 
in the first issue of Computational Geometry: Theory and Applications, was authored by D. Avis, 
P. ErdBs and J. Path. The last paper by Paul to be published here, co-authored with P. Fishburn, 
appears in this issue of Computational Geometry: Theory and Applications. 
Paul is gone, but his numerous articles and surveys on open problems leave us enough ideas and 
paths to follow for generations to come. It is sad to reflect that there will be no new results, no new 
problems posed by him, and that the number of people with ErdBs number 1 will now remain forever 
fixed. May his memory, ideals and his mathematics live with us for always. 
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